Private Law
Home Page: https://jolt.ut.ac.ir

Online ISSN: 2423-6209

University of Tehran Press

A Review of the Judicial Decisions of the English Courts Regarding the
Deviation of the Ship from the Route of Carrying Goods
(With a Look at Iranian Law)

Amin Ghasempour'" | Kulsoome Goli?

1. Corresponding Author, Department of Private Law, Faculty of Law and Political Science, University of Tehran, Tehran,
Iran. E-mail: amin.ghasempour@ut.ac.ir

2. Department of Private Law, Faculty of Law and Political Science, University of Tehran.Tehran, Iran. E-mail:
kulsoome.goli@ut.ac.ir

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

A vessel’s deviation from its prescribed shipping route significantly impacts the

Article type: rights and obligations of parties to a contract of carriage, often resulting in adverse
Research Article consequences for the carrier. While international conventions and various national

laws presume an obligation not to deviate, they frequently lack a precise definition,

providing only broad exceptions. In practice, judicial interpretations have expanded
Article History: these exceptions by permitting deviations deemed “justifiable” or “reasonable.”
Received: April 27, 2026 Given the varying judicial approaches globally, this research examines the response
Revised: August 02, 2026 of English courts—the cornerstone of maritime law—to the phenomenon of
Accepted: August 24, 2026 deviation. Specifically, it investigates how English case law defines and applies the

Published online: 14 November 2026  core elements of deviation and the underlying reasoning employed by the judiciary.
Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, the study finds that English courts have
progressively aligned their jurisprudence with the commercial and economic realities

Keywords: of modern international trade, while maintaining adherence to fundamental maritime

Justifiable Deviation law traditions.
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Reasonable Deviation

Sea transport.
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3. Article 17 (3) (n) of the Rotterdam Rules
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