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The deviation of a vessel from the shipping route directly affectsithe rights and obligations
of the parties to the carriage contract. This may entail numerous:adverse consequences for
the carrier,as the main actor in the maritime carriage cont?qct.Therefore,the carrier’s
obligation not to deviate Is presumed in international conventions and In the laws of many
countries;and without providing a precise definitiontofit,these sources have merely stated
Its exceptions.In practice,however,such exceptions have expanded the scope by
permitting deviation In cases whereylts occurrence appears justifiable or reasonable.The
approach of courts In different,countries toward this phenomenon has varied,and each
country,considering its global position In international trade, has adopted specific
measures In this respect. Among.these,the mast,progressive practices belong to English
common law,which Is the eradle of maritime law.Accordingly,the main question of this
researchy Is:what hasybeen “the reaction of English courts to the phenomenon of
deviation,and within what framework and with what reasoning have the key elements of
deviation been reflected In English case law?The findings of this descriptive—analytical
study indicatethat English case law has gradually sought to conform to the commercial
and economic fealities governing international transactions,although It has remained
committed to certain deep-rooted traditions of its maritime law.
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