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Joint Operating Agreements (JOAS) in the oil and gas industry face significant legal
challenges when domestic partnership laws are involuntarily applied to these
contractual arrangements. This study employs a comparative analysis of English,
U.S., and Iranian law to determine the conditions under which domestic partnership
rules govern JOAs and to propose solutions to prevent such unintended legal
consequences. The research examines how English law applies partnership principles
through the lens of “joint lifting” and sale of production; how U.S. law invokes
“mining partnerships” based on joint management and control; and how Iranian law
addresses “civil companies” through common ownership. The findings indicate that
despite express contractual agreements, courts may still impose these domestic rules,
potentially undermining the operational autonomy of the JOA—such as disrupting
the authority of Operating Committees or individual lifting rights. The study
concludes by proposing modeling solutions to safeguard the contractual integrity of
JOAs against domestic partnership interference.
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