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Contextual indeterminacy (itlag magami) is a well-established subject in usdl al-figh
(principles of jurisprudence) that roots in the premise that the speaker's silence, when
it is established that they are in the position of exposition (magam.al-bayan), carries
significative weight. It is employed to delineate the scope of the speaker's intent and
to identify the constitutive elements affecting a ruling orits subj&t matter. Despite its
recognized role in the process of inferring shari‘ayrulings, its capacity within the
domain of statutory interpretation—patticularly with resp}b:t to Iran's Civil Code—has
received less independent scholarly attention. The\central question of this study is
whether contextual indeterminacy can be.employe@as a valid tool for interpreting the
Civil Code and, if so, what the theoreticalibasis for such application would be. The
significance of thistesearch lies in the fact that numerous interpretive disputes within
the Civil Code revolve around how,to approach legislative silence. In instances where
the law is silent on certain‘qualifications, conditions, obstacles, causes, or the scope of
a ruling, determining whether or not such silence carries legal meaning can directly
influence the discovery of legislative intent and the determination of the ruling's
scope. This descriptive-analytical study draws upon usdli, jurisprudential, and
historical sources. The, findings indicate that the principles governing the
interpretation of both\eligious and legal texts share common rational foundations,
thereby providing the necessary theoretical basis for applying contextual
indeterminacyjin statutery interpretation. Moreover, the legislator is generally
presumed torbe in the position of exposition during the lawmaking process, and
consequently, legislative = silence possesses interpretive significance. The
jurisprudential background of the Civil Code, coupled with the fact that a considerable
portion of its |provisions are derived from the well-known opinions of Imamiyyah
jurisprudence, reinforces the reliance on contextual indeterminacy in the interpretive
process.. Accordingly, contextual indeterminacy stands as an effective tool for
uncovering the boundaries of legislative intent, particularly within the marriage
provisions of the Civil Code.
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