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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Undoubtedly, establishing mechanisms to balance the rights of patent holders and
patent challengers is one of the primary goals of patent law. The inter partes review
(IPR) process and its estoppel provisions in U.S. law aim to achieve this balance.
However, there is no equivalent mechanism in Iranian law. Given the significant role
of such a balance in fostering economic development and innovation, this article
seeks to analyze these mechanisms in the U.S. legal system and provide a suitable
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Article History: model for Iran. The primary question is: How is estoppel applied in the inter partes
Received January 05, 2025 review process in U.S. patent law? What are its challenges, and what lessons can it
Revised February 07, 2025 offer for reforming Iranian patent law? Based on the findings of this descriptive-
Accepted March 08, 2025 analytical study, despite the U.S. legislature's efforts to enact a clear law rooted in
Published online 18 March 2025 past experiences, various ambiguities have emerged in practice, which the U.S.

judiciary has sought to resolve through proper interpretation. It appears that an
optimal interpretation is one that strikes a balance between the rights of patent
holders and patent challengers. The Iranian legislature can enact effective laws by
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1. collateral estoppel
2. assignor estoppel

3. equitable estoppel
4. promissory estoppel
5. FRAND

6. waiver/ estoppel
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