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Abstract

Classification societies are important and impressive entities in maritime industry which
play significant roles in safety of maritime activities including carriage of goods and
passengers. In spite of their roles and functions in maritime sphere, the analysis of their
liabilities limits has been overlooked. Due to the surge of commercial relationships
complexity and recurrence of accidents, more attention to the role and function of
classification societies is being paid by injured parties. Therefore, the injured parties have
brought an action against them in order to recover the incurred loss and damage. With
regard to the importance of the classification societies and their various functions in
different cases, various judicial systems have decided about the liability of these entities
differently which causes the complexity of the liability regime governing them.
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1. The common law principle that there is such an implied term in a contract with a professional
person is incorporated in s. 13 of the Supply of Goods and Services Act 1982.
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1. Mariola Marine Corp. v. LlIoyd's Register of Shipping (1991) E.C.C., 103; Mariola Marine Corp. v.
Lloyd's Registerof Shipping (1990) 1 Lloyd's Rep., 547: Marc Rich & Co. AG v. Bishop Rock
MarineCo. Ltd. (1993) E.C.C., 121; Marc Rich & Co. AG v. Bishop Rock Marine Co. Ltd. (1994)
1 W.L.R.,1071; Marc Rich & Co. AG v. Bishop Rock Marine Co. Ltd. (1996) E.E.C.. 120;
Reeman v. Department of Transport (1994) P.N.L.R., 618.
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1. Merchant Shipping (Survey and Certification) Regulations 1995/1210, Regulations10, 11.

2. Merchant Shipping (Prevention of Oil Pollution) Regulations 1996/2154, Part | Regulation1(2),
Part l1IRegulation6.

3. Reeman v. Department of Transport and Others, [1997] 2 Lloyd’s Rep. 648 (action against
surveyors was not pursued as they went into liquidation); Perrett v. Collins, [1998] 2 Lloyd’s Rep.
255, at 255.

4. Compare Reeman v. Department of Transport and Others, [1997] 2 Lloyd’s Rep. 648
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